2011 Training suggestions

First is the problem of excavating near a shot after it has been “laid out” or more correctly “designed”. A shot does not have to be loaded before excavation near it can cause problems; once a shot has been designed and especially after it has been drilled, excavating near it is changing the design of the shot. A shot planned and drilled with material from a previous shot next to it is designed counting on that material being there. If the material is removed then the whole shot design has changed, the blaster can take precautions to try to prevent problems but the shot now has a bad design and the blaster is only trying to minimize the damage that has been done in changing the design. The burden being changed on a shot design after it has been drilled is very dangerous and people other than the Blaster often do just that, change the shot design. The Blasters also need to be encouraged to firmly resist allowing anyone to excavate near a shot after it has been designed. If the material is going to be moved before the shot is “fired” then it needs to be removed before the shot is “designed”.

Second is the problem of insufficient catch benches. In steep slope areas we have seen rocks roll right over what was called a catch bench. Digging a bucket width trench with an excavator and stacking the material alongside the trench to try to make a catch bench is not effective for a rock of any size and in a steep slope area probably not even effective for a small rock. Digging two small catch benches and thinking their capacities can be added together to equal one sufficient size catch bench is not wise. The catch benches need to be large enough to be effective or else they are simply a source of false security when blasting. Companies need to construct proper catch benches, not to shoot material into, but as back up safety measures in case the shot does not perform as planned. Blasters need to stand up and require “safety” or “catch” benches whenever needed. 

Thirdly is the problem of geology which is a repeat from last year. New information here would be to mention topics such as cliff rocks that may break off due to a blast and weak areas in rock outcroppings that can easily cause flyrock. It is all geology but specifics appear to be needed.

